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BJP with Narendra Modi as its Prime Ministerial candidate rode to power because one of the key promises that he made was that he would ensure 1 crore jobs every year. This was heartily welcomed by people who had suffered 10 years of jobless growth under the previous UPA rule. However, four years later it has turned out that Modi has failed to be true to his promise. This is not surprising because he has pursued the same type of policies that the previous governments have adopted. 
In fact, things have become worse because jobs are being lost. It’s now job-loss growth. Under Modi’s first two years, over 10 lakh jobs were lost, according to a study by the Reserve Bank of India. Total number of people working in the country went down by 7.7 lakh in 2014-15, and further by 3.8 lakh in 2015-16. Then things went from bad to worse. Of all the 15 years and above people in the country, some 43% were working in 2016. By 2018, this share had fallen to 40%, according to CMIE. That means 1.43 crore working people had lost their jobs. Women’s employment continues to languish with the 2016 Labour Bureau report saying that just 22% of women in the 15+ age group were working. This is amongst the lowest in the world.
A quarterly survey of eight key industries carried out by the Labour Bureau since April 2016 has shown that in 18 months ending October 2017, only 5.56 lakh jobs were added. That’s an annual growth rate of a mere 1.8% of the labour force or about 4 lakh jobs per year. This is eroded if jobs are lost in other sectors as has been happening. Meanwhile, unemployment has touched 5% according to CMIE estimates. That’s about 2 crore persons. In addition, it is estimated by the government’s Labour Bureau in 2016 that about 35% of the workforce is either not finding year round work or is forced to work in very low paid casual work. That’s about 13 crore people. 
This is the reason we hear startling reports of 2.5 crore people applying for 1 lakh job vacancies in the railways or 23 lakh persons applying for 368 jobs of peons in Uttar Pradesh or over 18,000 persons applying for just nine posts in a court in Haryana or over 12,000 persons applying for 18 posts in the Rajasthan state government secretariat.
Government that Kills Employment
The government and the public sector directly create only a small part of the total employment in India. But the steady decline in government and public sector employment shows  that the Modi government is a destroyer rather than a creator of jobs.
Jobs in Central Government Establishments (Ministries, Railways, Postal Department, Police, etc.) have declined consistently every year since the BJP government came to power in 2014. In that year, employee strength of central government was 33.28 lakh which dipped to 33.06 lakh in 2015, 32.85 lakh in 2016 and further down to 32.53 lakh in 2017, according to Union Budget documents. So, by 2017, about 75,000 government jobs had disappeared and the trend is still continuing. 
In addition to this, there are also over 330 Central Public-Sector Enterprises (PSEs) which employed 16.91 lakh persons in 2014 – mainly in mining, steel, oil, heavy and medium engineering and fertilizer sectors. This has shrunk to 15.24 lakhs in 2017 – a loss of 1 lakh 67 thousand jobs in three years. The greatest decline has happened in the non-executive category where skilled workers went down by 1.11 lakh and unskilled by 77,000. These were partially replaced by casual and contract workers whose numbers have gone up from 3.4 lakh in 2014 to 3.93 lakh in 2017, according to government figures. Thus, lesser and more irregular employment in PSEs has been one of the gifts of the Modi government to the nation!
In public sector banks, jobs had increased initially from 7.25 lakh in 2014 to 9.47 lakhs in 2015, but then Modi turned the screws and in the next two years some 35,000 jobs were lost bringing total jobs in banks down to 9.12 lakh, according to RBI data. Most of the job losses have been in the clerical and subordinate staff categories.
The Crisis of industry and Construction

The industrial and construction sectors have been the worst hit by job losses. In the first decade of the 21st century, the construction sector grew at over 10% every year. In the four years of the BJP government, the average is under 4% per annum. As a result, jobs in this sector, which were taken up by distressed agricultural labourers, have shrunk dramatically. 

Industrial growth has been poor throughout this decade and the BJP government has been able to do nothing to change it. The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) which measures industrial output growth has been up and down, dipping from 3.8% in 2014-15 to 2.8% in 2015-16 then inching up to 4.5% in 2017-18 on an average. In fact, total factory employment (ASI) increased by just 7.61 lakhs in the first two years of the current government, compared to an increase of 7.36 lakhs in 2011-12. 
With demonetisation and GST disrupting the economy further in the next two years, the problem has only worsened. These have also hit more the unorganised manufacturing, which was already in a poor situation and was not being able to generate jobs even before.
It is therefore hardly surprising that Government Schemes like Skill India (Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana) have failed miserably. Out of the 41.3 lakh people trained in three years under the programme, just 6.15 lakhs or 15% got placed because there are no jobs available. The government claims that people are becoming self-employed giving figures of Mudra Loans worth Rs. 4.6 lakh crores given to 10.38 crore people. That works out to a mere Rs. 44,000 per person, enough to perhaps set up a pakoda selling pavement shop, as Modi himself suggested, but nothing more. 
Deepening Agrarian Crisis: The Heart of the Employment Crisis
In India, traditionally agriculture has been a major source of employment – both self-employed as well as wage-work. However, with more and more peasants losing land and the increasing unviability of agriculture, more and more people have been driven out of agriculture and forced to seek work elsewhere. The BJP had promised to double farm incomes and increase the employment potential of the agricultural sector. In reality, farmers incomes have declined, rural wages are stagnating and in conditions of declining jobs more people are forced to join the army of unemployed. 
The deepening agrarian crisis has implications not just for employment in agriculture but also that outside agriculture. As the number of job seekers increases, employers are able to keep wages low. 
Low wages and agrarian distress mean that working people cannot buy too much – thereby depressing demand in the economy which in turn hits job growth adversely. Joblessness decreases wages and brings down buying power. This leads to decline in production. So, more jobs are lost. This is the vicious cycle into which the BJP government has pushed the economy into!

The government thought that it would boost production and jobs by exports, through policies like Make in India. However, exports of non-oil products have been completely stagnant over the 4 years of the government – giving no boost to output and employment growth. On the other hand, imports, which compete with domestic production, have increased somewhat, destroying local industry and making more people jobless.
Why the Employment Crisis Persists?
The Modi government has been steadfastly committed first and foremost to promoting the growth of big corporate houses and their profits. It therefore does not want to expand the public sector but kill it slowly but surely. It also has not taxed the rich and the corporate sector and expand public expenditure. Instead it has fondly hoped that private sector will generate wage employment and those who can’t get such work will find their own employment. 
However, because the government has not been willing to spend enough it has not been able to increase demand. 
Instead, the government’s policies have:

a) Aggravated the agrarian crisis; and 
b) Constrained the growth of employment even in sectors like health and education because here too it wants to promote private profiteering. Whatever little it has spent has either taken forms like insurance premiums for lining the pockets of private sector insurance companies or disastrous schemes like Make in India and Skill India. From the point of view of gainful employment, the last four years have been an unmitigated disaster.

The ‘Mazdoor Kisan Sangharsh Rally’ before Parliament on 5th September is against policies that perpetrate the vicious cycle of jobless growth, declining purchasing power of large sections of people, diminished production and loss of more jobs. It is to demand the reversal of these disastrous policies that benefit only the big corporates, domestic and foreign at the cost of the vast majority of the toiling people. It is to demand policies that generate decent employment for all those ready to work, particularly our youth.
Let us Unite! Fight! 
· No to governments that work for the 0.1%

· For policies that benefit the 99.9%
